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of ethics; their ideal is that of the Greeks, not
of Man in general, and stands in close relation to
the facts of contemporary life. So, too, with their
art; it is not, like that of our modern romanticists,
an impotent yearning for vaguely-imagined mil-
lenniums. On the contrary, it is an ideal interpre-
tation of their own activity, a mirror focussing into
feature and form the very same fact which they saw
distorted and blurred in the troubled stream of time.
The Good, in the Greek world, was simply the
essence and soul of the Real; and the Socrates of
Xenophon who frankly identified justice with the
laws, was only expressing, and hardly with exaggera-
tion, the current convictions of his countrymen.
That, to my mind, is the attitude of health; and it
is the one natural to the plain man in every well-
organized society. Good is best known when it is
not investigated; and people like ourselves would
do no useful service if we were to induce in others
the habit of discussion which education has made a
second nature to ourselves."

" My dear Parry !" cried Ellis, " you alarm me!
Is it possible that we are all anarchists in
disguise ? "

" Parry," I observed, " seems to agree with the
view attributed by Browning to Paracelsus, that
thought is disease, and natural health is ignorance."

"Well," rejoined Ellis, "there is a good deal to
be said for that"

" There's a good deal to be said for everything," I
rejoined. " But if thought indeed be disease, we
must recognise the fact that we are suffering from
it; and so, I fear, is the whole modern world. It